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1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
' necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



3 □ In addition in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andfcr table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or ^addjonal 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Form PCT/IPEA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCTAJS2004*)00976 



Box No. II Priority 

1 . S The following document has not been furnished: 

IS! copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43£>/s.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule A3bis.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2 □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 
has been found invalid (Rules 43WS.1 and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43d/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
industrial a pp licability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


6,8-10 


No: 


Claims 


1-5,7 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


' '1-10 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: US-A-2 905 757 
D2: US-A-2 242 567 
D3: US-A-2 444 520 

1 .) The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claims 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

1 .1) The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document) in figures 1 , 2 and 3 with the corresponding description passages: 

An optical film structure disposed on a light transmission surface of an illumination unit 
(1 ,2,3), for modulating light emitted from said illumination unit and projecting modulated 
light, comprising: 

at least one optical film (24,29); 

at least four optical film fixing parts (26) disposed at an outer peripheral portion of said 

4 

optical film; 

a film tension controlling member (27,28) attached at one of the ends thereof to each of 
said film fixing parts in such a fashion as to be capable of pulling said optical film under 
tension while maintaining flatness of said optical film; and 

a film fixing frame 25 for fixing said optical film, connected to the other end of said film 
tension controlling member; 

wherein said optical film, said film tension controlling member and said film fixing frame 
are integrated with one another and are constituted into one component. 

The filter component shown in figure 2 of D1 present thus all the characteristics of 
the subject matter of claim 1 . 
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1 .2) The diffusion screen shown in figure 3 of D2 similarly shows an optical film (1 8) 
stretched by film tension controling members (17) onto a frame 16. 

D3 also shows a polarizing film 20 stretched on a frame 1 0 through spring hooks 
16. 

D2 and D3 also question the novelty of claim 1 

2.) Dependent claims 2 to 1 0 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty or inventive step for the following reasons. 

Claim 2: D2 includes a light diffusion film, D3 is a polarizer and the film of D1 
could be regarded as a luminance improving film. 

Claims 3 and 4: The film tensioning member 17 in D2 is an elastic rubber cord and 
in D3 tabs 1 6 are equivalent to springs. 

Claim 5: The stacking of optical filters is a common practice in the art and is 
shown in figure 5 of D3. 

Claims 6, 8, 9 and 10: Even if D1 , D2 and D3 significantly predate the liquid 
crystal display technology, the claims in question merely define only the use of the 
film structure defined in claim 1 in different LCD applications without defining any 
further features specific to the filter assembly itself. In other words, the claims only 
define a known use for a filter in a LCD without specifying any features solving a 
new problem for the application in question. Hence the inventive activity appears 
questionable for these claims. 

Claim 7: Both filters of D1 and D2 are used in combination with illumination units 
(1 ,2,3 in D1 , implicit in D2 as the screen is used in transmission with a rear 
projector as an "illumination" unit). 
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